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BoV Opera Festival

Don Giotanmi

ITH one exceplion, all the singers
w taking part in his production

ware provided by Palarmao's
Operaiaboraiono. Alter last yoar's
succossiul Mozart opera Sasi Gn fwlie, it
was the Salzburger, agein with Son
Glovanm, which concleded the festival

Afain, Ihis was no tradiflonal selling, |
liked Maura Avogadro's spare, bleak
productian, much inkesging with tha
oz dramalic conlent of the waork,
Thera iz akirays & dabala between
iradifioralisis and modsmisis. Howevear,
when there is & constant and
consistenily unifying sireak in non-
fraditional productions, these can work
very wall, If anylhing there eould noi be
rruch to distract from what comes out of
the pit or from the slage, S0 one could
cancentrale on every aspect af he
singars' parormmence.

To bagin with, Michael Laus's handlimg
ol the Mational Crohestra was very good.
Wall-paced, incislve, balanaad with
poerhaps a slight deviation from tha latier
ivwviards the wery end. Even lhen, whan i
gSeamed that the dramatic lorse af the
MUSic ovarcome the unrapantant Don
and fis ghosily dinner guesl, morne than
i1 valid suspicion surfaced thaf this was
becauss of some fatique in tha former
and an already parcelved lack af
valumincwsness in the lattber.

Diherwise Ugo Gagliarda's kandling of
ihetitle role was very good and
convinezing, veny much in character wilh
2 prenouncedly regulsh charm
Strangaly disappointing was his handling
af thie lamad Ssrenads on the seeond ol
the bend parformances under review
hera,
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Uge Gagliarda, Maurizie Lo Piccola, Giovennl Bellgvia

A faithful, patiend and suifering
accomplice was Giovanni Ballavia's
vary gocd Laporallo, a singer with a
vany aood comia slreak, Maunzis Lo
Picocolo's brief appeasance as the
Commendatore lacked enough power
in the lower register and not being
made up enowqgh o look older further
detracted fram authorilaliveness.,
Maurizio Gelli's Don Oitavio was wall
acted and sung but the Yaica is not the
ideal ane far the part. Vincenzo
Tawrmina's bumbling yokal Masato
wis an ondearingly eredilakle

projeclion offsat by the charming and
not-zn-naive Zerling of Lorens
=tarlala
Tha ather two ladias, the befrayed
and chieated Donns wera respectlvaly
interprotad By Nalase Katal (Anna) and
aur o Lydia Caruvana (Ehdra). While
~=never really at har baat in the upper
raaches, the former did quite well until
ehe showed some signs of flagging well
intothe second act. On the othar hand,
Lydia Caruana was en consistantly
good lorm, parheps the minst sinned
against character in [lo whola work.

PHIOTE: Daerin Zamwd Lupl

The few appeerances ol lhe chomnes
procsedad smaosihdy. .. and wera the
country folk supposed 1o bo smoking
pot and sniffing coke besides drinking?
It lzoked like that, & bit of sirelching
fong loo far mathinks! The novel foush
of having the Commendatare bredght
on stage in 8 wheslchair may have
bren Bizarra but nat all that eut of place
really, One wonders what
Doeralaboratorio will come up with neaxl
year, Figara?

Albert-G. Storace



